 Town of Dudley 
Open Space and Recreation Plan Committee
Dudley Municipal Complex

71 West Main Street, Dudley, MA  01571

October 5, 2022 @ 7:00pm
Approved 11/2/2022
Some matters have been taken out of agenda order but were typed up in agenda order for ease of locating information when necessary.
1.   Call to Order, Pledge of Allegiance:
The public meeting opened at 7:03pm.  In attendance were Linda Lorkiewicz, David Harrigan, Richard Clark, Edward Bazinet, William Scanlan, Town Planner and Dani Marini from CMRPC.
Edward Bazinet motioned to approve the minutes of 9/19/22.  Linda Lorkiewicz seconded.  Vote 3-1 with Richard Clark abstaining. 
2022 Goals Exercise – Questions to guide discussion:
a. What do you think of when considering open space and recreation?  Richard Clark stated he has negative thoughts regarding the playground.  He is disappointed with the Selectmen and their reliance on public charity to reopen the Carmignani Fun Zone.  Also the Dudley Historical Society has a pamphlet for a walking tour up at Dudley Hill and the sidewalk in front of Village Cemetery still has orange jersey barriers blocking it.  This needs to be rectified.  David Harrigan stated that when considering Open Space he thinks of the properties owned by the Dudley Conservation Land Trust.  One property discussed is Wieloch Woods, off Route 197 (Tufts Hill).  It is hidden, very dangerous pulling out and signage should be there. Linda Lorkiewicz considers open pastures, farms when thinking about open space.  Recreation would be the town beach and the playground.  Regarding the town beach it is not easy to access, and we need better signage.  The path needs to be improved as well.  On Pine Street there is a municipal basketball court but residents that live in the area park in the parking spaces designated for the park; they should not park there.  William Scanlan considers long distance hiking trails and bike trails.  The French River Greenway in Webster is a walk along the river.  Part of the plan for Stevens Mill revitalization is for a walking trail along the river and down the road for kayak launching. 
b.   What do you enjoy about Dudley open space and recreation?  David Harrigan stated that he enjoys the passive recreation, hiking in town, forest to provide greenery, town beach and playground.  Ed Bazinet stated that he wants to see planning going forward and this is what we want and do it.  Local people know the area but not everyone.  Richard Clark feels we need more infrastructure and would like to see more scenic roads (need a vote a town meeting).  These scenic roads have protection and is a good preservation tool. 
c.  What do you want to improve?  Richard Clark – playground and sidewalk in front of Village Cemetery.  David Harrigan – town lacks recreation.  William Scanlan – a community park.  The park near the town hall is in the planning stage and will be an asset to the town.  Linda Lorkiewicz stated the town should be involved in the Walktober, part of The Last Green Valley.  It’s been awhile since we were involved.  Richard Clark stated that sidewalks, as part of Complete Streets, will go up Jesse Road and Mason Road.  That is a good thing but sidewalks on Dudley-Oxford Rd need to be installed or repaired.  

Dani Marini stated that she has been taking notes and she will be organizing them for comments at our next meeting.  We need to review them and come up with more specific goals and objectives.  
2.   Town Boards/ Staff Interviews- Dani Marini stated that we should start doing interviews with boards, staff, community leaders to provide input.  The Selectmen, Nichols College, Dudley-Charlton Regional School District, Water/Sewer Superintendent, Conservation Commission, Stevens Mill LLC, Council on Aging, Dudley Little League, Dudley Soccer and Boys and Girls Club of Webster/Dudley to name a few.  Ms. Marini will put the questions together.  
3. Identification of Unique, Geologic, Scenic and Historic Features – This is part of the plan and will be discussing at our next meeting.  All should think about these features in town and where they are located. 
4. Survey – The survey has been launched on CMRPC website.  We will put it on Dudley’s website, Facebook and other social media platforms, and digital sign.  Paper copies at the town clerk’s office, library and senior center.  Also publish in the Webster Times and Yankee Xpress. 
Richard Clark motioned to adjourn at 8:27pm.  David Harrigan seconded.  Unanimous Vote.
Respectfully submitted

Michelle Jervis, Clerk

