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DID YOU KNOW...?

The first European colonists came to our region nearly 380 years ago. Yet despite our long history, the
Quinebaug-Shetucket Heritage Corridor today remains more than two-thirds farm and forest land. As the
Corridor continues to grow and develop, our challenge is to determine how to build what needs to be
built while conserving our most valuable resources for future generations.

By the time of the Revolutionary War, our state was already settled nearly “stem to stern” by farmers.
Virtually all of our state’s 3 million acres of land were privately owned. As a result, to this day the great
majority of our land area remains in private hands.

Eight-five percent of our forest land, for example, belongs to individuals, families and private
organizations. That means that 85% of the wildlife habitat, clean water, carbon sequestration and other
forest benefits that we all receive come from their forests. Not only do these private landowners not get
paid for providing us with these benefits, they often forego income they could be receiving from
developing their land. The moral? Private Forests do the Public Good!

The Green Valley Institute is the educational outreach arm of the Quinebaug-Shetucket National
Heritage Corridor, operated in partnership with the Cooperative Extension Systems at the University of
Connecticut and the University of Massachusetts. If you would like information on land use and/or the
conservation of natural or historical resources, please contact us at www.thelastgreenvalley.org/gvi
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