TOWN OF DUDLEY

MASSACHUSETTS

Finance, Appropriation and Advisory Committee

Thursday, September 21, 2023
Dudley Municipal Complex, 71 West Main St., Dudley, MA 01571 – Rm. 321A
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1.  Called to Order/Pledge of Allegiance – This meeting was recorded. 
Michael Mayotte called the meeting to order at 6:32pm and stated that this meeting is being recorded.  In attendance were Jon Currey, Ann Gaudreau, Joan Gardecki and Jana Deschenes.  Also present were Jonathan Ruda, Town Administrator, Richard Carmignani, Jr. Treasurer/Collector and Michelle Jervis, Clerk.  
2.  Acceptance of Minutes:

      Ann Gaudreau motioned to approve the minutes of 5/22/23.  Jon Currey seconded.  Unanimous Vote.

      Jon Currey motioned to approve the joint meeting minutes of 6/26/23.  Joan Gardecki seconded.    Unanimous Vote.

     Jon Currey motioned to approve the joint meeting minutes of 6/29/23.  Ann Gaudreau seconded.  Unanimous Vote. 

    Joan Gardecki motioned to approve the minutes of 9/14/23 as written.  Jon Currey seconded.  Unanimous Vote. 

 3.  Public Business:
      Supplemental Budget – Chief Karlowicz came before the Committee.  With the override funds his budget has been restored with the proposed budget of $1,809,404.00.  He feels comfortable with that amount and if he has any excess funds, he would like to give them to the departments in need.  Chief Kochanowski, Dudley Fire, also stated that his budget has been restored with any additional funds going back to the municipal or highway budgets.  All other budgets were explained at the 9/14/23 meeting.  
      Special Town Meeting Warrant – All agreed to go through the warrant.  

       Article 1 – Jon Currey motioned to approve Article 1 as printed in the warrant.  Ann Gaudreau seconded.  Unanimous Vote. 

Article 2 – Jon Currey motioned to approve the supplemental budget of $26,707,255.00 to be presented at town meeting and printed in the warrant.  Ann Gaudreau seconded.  Unanimous Vote. 

Article 3 – Joan Gardecki motioned to approve Article 3 as written.  Ann Gaudreau seconded.  Richard Carmignani stated that this article is for unpaid bills for a prior year and the unpaid bill to Boston Mutual Life Group in the amount of $1,106.50 was questioned, since we carry four policies with that company.  Unanimous Vote. 
Article 4 – This article is transferring funds from water retained earnings to pay the unpaid bill of a prior year in the amount of $8,600.00 to Northeast Geoscience, Inc.  Jon Currey motioned to approve Article 4 as printed in the warrant.  Jana Deschenes seconded.  Unanimous Vote. 

Article 5 – The Agricultural Commission is requested $1,500 for their committee.  This article was passed over in May.  Jon Currey motioned to approve Article 5 in the amount of $1,500.00.  Ann Gaudreau seconded.  Unanimous Vote. 
           Article 6 – Opioid Settlement Stabilization Account – Mr. Ruda stated that town meeting must approve a new special stabilization fund, to adopt the last paragraph of §5B and dedicate 100% of the opioid litigation settlement funds received to the town.  Jon Currey motioned to approve the transfer from the Med. Project Account in the amount of $1,376.91 and transfer to free cash the sum of $6,555.30 so as to create a new account the Opioid Settlement Stabilization Fund. Jana Deschenes seconded.  Unanimous Vote.   These funds will be used to purchase Narcan or other health allowable uses of opioid litigation settlement funds. 
          Article 7 - Jana Deschenes motioned to deposit a sum of money from free cash into the Stabilization Account and a sum of money into the Capital Improvement Stabilization Account with the amounts to be provided as part of the motion at the Special Town Meeting.  Jon Currey seconded.  Unanimous Vote. 
          Article 8 – Joan Gardecki motioned to approve Article 8 as printed in the warrant.  Jana Deschenes seconded.  Unanimous Vote. 
Article 9 – Jon Currey motioned to allow the transfer of $160,000 from Sewer Retained Earnings to Sewer Operating Expense Account for the purpose of paying Webster Sewer Department for the Webster True-Up.   Ann Gaudreau seconded.  Unanimous Vote. 

Article 10- Jana Deschenes motioned to allow the transfer of $250,000 from Retained Earnings Account to Serwer Engineering Account for the purpose of design and  bidding services for Potash Brook Interceptor. Joan Gardecki seconded.  Unanimous Vote.  This is an infrastructure project for the sewer department.  
Michael Mayotte requested that at our next meeting the Board should reorganize.  It will be on the agenda for 10/16/23.  

Ann Gaudreau motioned to adjourn at 7:20pm.  Jana Deschenes seconded.  Unanimous Vote. 

Respectfully submitted,

Michelle Jervis
Clerk
          Documents provided or discussed:  Supplemental Budget, Draft of STM. 
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